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LETTER
FRO M.

WARREN HASTINGS, Efq.

Governor-General of Fort-WUBam^ in Bengal

\

TO THE
COURT of DIRECTORS

OF THE
United Company of Merchants of Kfigland^ Trading to the

E A S T - I N D I E S.

Honourable Sirs,

I
HAVE now the Satisfaction to tranfmit to you a complete

and corrected Copy of a Translation of the Gen too Code,

executed with great Ability, Diligence and Fidelity, by Mr.

Halted, from a Perfian Verfion of the original Shanfcrit,. which

was undertaken under the immediate Infpection of the Pundits or

Compilers of this Work*

I HAVE
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I have not Time to ofFer any Obfervations upon thefe Produc-

tions; indeed they will beft fpeak for themfelves : I could have

v.iihed to have obtained an Omiflion or Amendment of fome PafT-

sges, to have rendered them more fit for the Public Eye; but the

Pundits, when defired to revife them, could not be prevailed upon

to make any Alterations, as they declared, they had the Sanction of

their Shatter, and were therefore incapable of Amendment; potfibly

thefe may be coniidered as eilential Parts of the Work, fince they

mark the Principles on which many of the Laws were formed, and

bear the Stamp of a very remote Antiquity, in which the Refine-

ments of Society were lefs known, and the Manners more influenced

ly the natural Impulie of the Paflions.

I n ave the Honour to be, with the greateit Refpecl,

Honourable Sirs,

Your moil obedient,

And mofl faithful humble Servant,

Warren Haftings.

Fort-WiHiam,
. , 1 775.
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LETTER
To the CHAIRMAN of the Court of Directors

of the United Eaft-India Company, dated at Calcutta,

6th Auguft, 1775.

SIR,

IH A V E too long ferved under Mr. Haftings not to be con-

vinced, that he would never have fuffered the accompanying

Addrefs to go home in his Enclofure ; reduced therefore to the

NecefTity of eluding his Knowledge, I have taken the Liberty, by

this only poUible Method, toexprefs my Gratitude for his Favours :

and the peculiar Circumftances of the Cafe will, I hope, apologize

to you, Sir, for the x^bruptnefs of this Intrufion.— I humbly re-

quefr, that when the Code of Gentoo Laws, Preliminary

Treatise, &c. mail come to be printed, you will alfo b;.

to permit the Publication of this Addrefs.

I am, with the greateft Refpedt,

S I R,

Tour mqfi obedient : SerVi .

Nathaniel Brajfey Ha

B



TO THE

Hon* TFARR EN HASTINGS, Efq.

GOVERNOR-GENERAL
OF THE

Britifli Settlements in the E aft -Indies, &c. &c.

Honourable SIR,

BY the Publication of the Collection of Gen too Laws, made

under your immediate Authority, I find myfelf involuntarily

held forth to the Public as -an Author, almofl as foon as I

c commenced to be a Man.

It is therefore with fome Propriety that I claim to this Work

the Continuation of your Patronage, which as it at firft felected

me from a Number of more worthy Competitors to undertake the

Talk, fo it lias by conftant Afliftance and Encouragement been the

entire Inurnment of its Completion.—Indeed, if all the Lights,

which at different Periods have been thrown upon this Subject,

by your happy Suggestions, had been with-held, there would have

remained for my Share of the Performance nothing but a Mafs of

Obfcurity and Confufion ; fo that in your own Right, the whole

Refult of the Execution is yours, as well as the entire Merit of the

Lnal PI.

It
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It is my earnefl Wifh that you may long be the prime Adminif-

trator of an Eftablifhment, to which you have fo excellently paved

the Way; as I am fure your extenfive general Knowledge, joined to

your particular Experience in the Affairs of India, give you Ad-

vantages which can fcarcely fall to the Share of any other Subject

of the Britifi Empire.

I am, with the greateft Refpect and Gratitude,

Honourable SIR,

Tour mojl obliged,

And mojl obedient Servant,

Nathaniel Brajfey Halloed.
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5TRANSLATOR S PREFACE.

THE Importance of the Commerce of India, and the Advantages

of a Territorial Eftabliihment in Bengal, have at length awakened

the Attention of the Britifh Legiilature to every Circumftance

that may conciliate the Affections of the Natives, or enfure Stability

to the Acquifition. Nothing can fo favourably conduce to thefe two

Points as a well-timed Toleration in Matters of Religion, and an

Adoption of fuch original Institutes of the Country, as do not im-

mediately clafh with the Laws or Interefts of the Conquerors.

To a fteady Purfuance of this great Maxim, much of the Succefs

of the Romans may be attributed, who not only allowed to their fo-

reign Subjecis the free Exerciie of their owji Religion, and the Ad-

miniftration of their own civil Jurifdiclion, but fometimes by a Po-

C licy
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licy ftill more flattering, even naturalized fuch Parts of the Mytho-

logy of the Conquered, as were in any refpect compatible with their

own Syftcin.

With a View to the fame political Ad vantages,and in Obfervance

of fo ftriking an Example, the following Compilation was fet on

foot; which mud be confidered as the only Work of the Kind,

wherein the genuine Principles of the Gentoo Jurifprudence are made

public, with the Sanction of their moil: refpectable Pundits (or

Lawyers^ and which offers a complete Confutation of the Belief too

common in Europe, that the Hindoos have no written Laws what-

ever, but fuch as relate to the ceremonious Peculiarities of their

Superitition.

The ProfefTors of the Ordinances here collected itill fpeak the ori-

ginal Language in which they were compofed, and which is entirely

unknown to the Bulk of the People, who have fettled upon thofe

ProfefTors feveral great Endowments and Benefactions in all Parts of

Hindoilan, and pay them befides a Degree of perfonal Refpect little

moit of Idolatry, in return for the Advantages fuppofed to be derived

from their Studies. A Set of the moft experienced of thefe Lawvers

was felected from every Part of Bengal for the Purpofe of compiling

the prefent Work, which they picked out Sentence by Sentence

from various Originals in the Shanfcrit Language, neither add-

ing to nor diminishing any Part of the ancient Text. The Ar-

ticles thus collected were next tranflated literally into Perfian, under

the Infpedtion of one of their own Body; and from that Tranflation

were
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were rendered into Englifh with an equal Attention to the Clofenefs

and Fidelity of the Verfion. Lefs ftudious of Elegance than of Accu-

racy, the Tranilator thought it more excufable to tire the Reader

with the Flatnefs of a literal Interpretation, than to miflead him by

a vague and devious Paraphrafe ; fo that the entire Order of the Book,

the feveral Divifions of its Contents, and the whole Turn of the

Phrafe, is in every Part the immediate Product of the Bramins. The

Englifli Dialect in which it is here offered to the Public, and that

only, is not the Performance of a Gentoo. From hence therefore

may be formed a precife Idea of the Cuftoms and Manners of thefe

People, which, to their great Injury, have long been mifreprefented

in the Weftern World. From hence alfo Materials may be collected

towards the legal Accomplishment of a new Syftem of Government

in Bengal, wherein the Britifh Laws may, in fome Degree, be foftened

and tempered by a moderate Attention to the peculiar and national

Prejudices of the Hindoo ; fome of whofe Inftitutes, however fanci-

ful and injudicious, may perhaps be preferable to any which could be

fubftituted in their room. They are interwoven with the Religion

of the Country, and are therefore revered as of the higheil Authority :

They are the Conditions by which they hold their Rank in Society,

Long Ufage has perfuaded them of their Equity, and they will always

gladly embrace the Permiffion to obey them ; to be obliged to re-

nounce their Obedience would probably be cfleemed among them a

real Hardfhip.

Thb

-



( k!1 )

The Attention which the Tranflatorwas forced to beftowupon fa

uncommon a Subject, the Number of Enquiries necelLry for the Elu-

cidation of almoft every Sentence, and the many Opportunities of moil

five Information, which the Courfe of the Work prefented, give

him in fome Meafure a Right to claim the Conviction of trie World

upon many dubious Points, which have long eluded the niceft In-

veftigation. He is very far from wifhing to eftablifh his own Doc-

trines upon the Ruins of thofe which he found already erected ; and

when he oppofes popular Opinion, or contradicts any ill-grounded

Affertion, it is with the utmoit Diftruft of his own Abilities, and

merely in Submimon to the Authority of that Truthwhich the Can-

did will ever be glad to fupport, even in Prejudice to a Syftem of

their own Formation.

In a Tract fo untrodden as this, many Paths muft be attempted

before we can hit upon the right. We owe much to every Perfon,

who in fo tioublefome a Road hath removed a fingle Obfiacle, or

ed the fmalleft Channel for Difcovery; and the more difficult

the Completion of the Adventure, the greater is the Merit of each

Attempt. The prefent Work however is the only one of this Na-

ture ever undertaken by Authority ; the only Infhnce, in which the

Bramins have ever been perfuaded to give up a Part of their own Con-

fequencc for the general Benefit of the whole Community : Ani the

of the Tranflator muft be confidered as entirely the pafiive In-

ftrument, by which the Laws of this fingular Nation are ufhered into

I
• World from thofe Bramins themfelves.

3 In
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In this preliminary Treatife it is propofed, after a few general and

introductory Obfervations, to attempt a fliort Account of the Shanfcrit

Language, and an Explanation of fuch PafTages in the Body of the

Code, as may appear by their Peculiarity or Repugnance to our Sen-

timents to lie moft open to Objection.

Many conjectural Do&rines have been circulated by the Learned

and Ingenious of Europe upon the Mythology of the Gentoos; and

they have unanimoufly endeavoured to conftrue the extravagant Fa-

bles with which it abounds into fublime and myftical Symbols of

the moft refined Morality. This Mode of reafoning, however com-

mon, is not quite candid or equitable, becaufe it fets out with fup-

pofing in thofe People a Deficiency of Faith with Refpect to the Au-

thenticity of their own Scriptures, which, although our better In-

formation may convince us to be altogether falie and erroneous,

yet are by them literally efteemed as the immediate Revelations of

the Almighty -, and the fame confidential Reliance, which we put in

the Divine Text upon the Authority of its Divine Infpirer himfelf,

is by their miftaken Prejudices implicitly transferred to the Beids of

the Shafter. Hence we are not juftified in grounding the Standard

and Criterion of our Examination of the Hindoo Religion upon the

known and infallible Truth of our own, becaufe the oppofite Party

would either deny the firft Principles of our Argument, or infi:t

upon an equal Right on their Side to fuppofe the Veracity of their

own Scriptures uncontrovertible.

D It
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It may poflibly be owing to this Vanity of reconciling every

other Mode of Worfhip to fome Kind of Conformity with our own,

that allegorical Conitru&ions, and forced Allufions to a myftic

Morality, have been constantly foifted in upon the plain and literal

Context of every Pagan Mythology. But we mould confider, that

the Inftitution of a Religion has been in every Country the firfl

Step towards an Emerfion from Savage Barbarifm, and the Efta-

blifhment of Civil Society ; that the human Mind at that Period,

when Reafon is jufl beginning to dawn, and Science is yet below

the Horizon, has by no Means acquired that Facility of Invention,

and thofe profound Habits of thinking, which are necefTary to

flrike out, to arrange, and to complete a connected, confident

Chain of abftrufe Allegory. The Vulgar and Illiterate have al-

ways underftood the Mythology of their Country in its moil fim-

ple and literal Senfe -, and there was a Time to every Nation, when
the higheft Rank in it was equally vulgar and illiterate with the

loweit. Surely then, we have no Right to fufpect in Them a

greater Propenfity to, or Capability of the Composition of fuch

fubtle Myfleries in thofe Ages of Ignorance, than we find to exifr.

in their legitimate SucceiTors, the modern Vulgar and Illiterate at

this Day.

We have feen frequent and unfuccefsful Attempts among our-

felvcs to fublimate into allufive and fymbolical Meanings the Mo-
faic Account of the Creation : Such erratic Syftems have rifert

but to be exploded ; and their mutual Difagreement with each

other,

4
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other, in thefe fanciful Interpretations, is to us an additional Argu-

ment for the literal Veracity of the Infpired Penman. The Faith

of a Gentoo (mifguided as it is, and groundlefs as it may be) is

equally implicit with that of a Chriftian, and his Allegiance to his

own fuppofed Revelations of the Divine Will altogether as firm.

He therefore eSteems the aitonifhing Miracles attributed to a

Brihma, a Raam, or a Kiihen, as Facts of the moil indubitable

Authenticity, and the Relation of them as moSt Strictly historical.

But not to interfere with fuch Parts of the Hindoo Mytholo-

gy as have not been revealed or explained to him, the Translator

can pofitively affirm, that the Doctrine of the Creation, as fet forth

in the prefatory Difcourfe to this Code, is there delivered as fim-

ple and plain Matter of Fact, and as a fundamental Article in

every pious Gentoo's Creed; that it was fo meant and underftood

by the Compilers of this Work unanimously, who bore the firft

Characters in Bengal, both for their natural and acquired Abili-

ties , and that their Accounts have been corroborated by the In-

formation of many other learned Bramins in the Courfe of a wide

and laborious Enquiry ; nor can it be ctherwifc, unlefs the Pro-

grefs of Science, inftead of being flow and gradual, were quick and

instantaneous ; unlefs Men could Start up at once into Divines and

Philofophers from the very Cradle of Civilization, or could defer

the ProfeSTion of any Religion at all, until progreffive Centuries had

ripened them into a Fitnefs for the moft abstracted Speculations.

Yet
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Yi;r it may fairly be prefumed, that when the Manners of a

People become polilhed, and their Ideas enlightened, Attempts.

will be made to revile and refit their Religious Creed into a Con-

formity with the Reft of their Improvements ; and that thofe Doc-

trines, which the ignorant Anceftor received with Reverence and

Conviction, as the literal Expoiition of undoubted Fact, the

philofophic Defcendant will ilrive to glofs over by a pojieriori Con-

ilructions of his own ; and, in the Fury of Symbol and Allegory,

obfcure and diflort that Text which the Simplicity of its Author

never fufpected as liable to the Poflibility of fuch Mutilation. —
Thefe Innovations however have always been fcreened, with the

moil: fcrupulous Attention, from the general View of Mankind ;

and, if a hardy Sage hath at any Time ventured to remove the Veil,

his Opinions have ufually been received with Deteftation, and his

Perfon hath frequently paid the Forfeit of his Temerity.

The real Intention and Subject of the Eleufinian Myfteries are

now well known ; but it cannot, with much Plaufibility, be pre-

tended, that thofe Myfteries were coeval with the Mythology to

whofe Difproval they owed their Eftablimment : Probably, the

Inilitution was formed at a more advanced Period of Science, when

the Minds of the Learned were eager to pierce through the Obfcu-

rity of Superflition, and when the Vanity of fuperior Penetration

made them afhamed literally to believe thofe Tenets, which popular

Prejudice would not furTer them utterly to renounce.

Instances
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Instances in Support of this Argument might perhaps, with-

out a Strain, be drawn even from fomc Parts of the Holy Scrip-

tures : And here the Account of the Scape-Goat, in the Laws of

Mofes, offers itfelf for that Purpofe with the greater Propriety, as

it is not altogether difiimilar to a particular Inftitute of the Gen-

toos. The infpired Author, after defcribing the preliminary Ce-

remonies of this Sacrifice, proceeds thus :

" And Aaron mail lay both his Hands upon the Head of the

M Scape-Goat, and confefs over him all the Iniquities of the Chil-

" dren of Ifrael, and all their Tranfgrefiions in all their Sins,

M putting them upon the Head of the Goat, and mall fend him

" away by the Hand of a lit Man into the Wildernefs : And the

M Goat mail bear upon him all their Iniquities unto a Land not in-

" habited ; and he mall let go the Goat in the Wildernefs."

The Jews-, at the Period when this Ceremony was ordained,

were very little removed from a State of Barbarifm : Grofs in their

Conceptions, illiterate in their Education, and uncultivated in

their Manners; they were by no Means fit Subjects for the Com-

prehenfion of a Myftery ; and doubtlefs, at that Time, believed

that their Crimes were thus. really and bond fide laid upon the Head

of the Victim : Yet the more Wife, in fucceeding Ages, might

well ftart from fuch a Prejudice, and rightly conceive it to be a ty-

pical Reprefentation of the Doctrine of Abiolution.

E Hence
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Hence it may be understood, that v/hat has been herein advan*

ced does not mean to fet afide the Improvements of Philofophy, or

to deny the occafional Employment of Allegory, but merely to efta-

blifhone plain Pofition, that Religion, in. general, at its Origin, is

believed literally as it is profened, and that it is afterwards rather

refined by the Learned than debafed by the Ignorant.

The Gentoo Ceremony, which was hinted at as bearing a remote

Likenefs to the Sacrifice of the Scape-Goat, is the Amummeed Jugg,

of which a rnofb abfurd and fabulous Explanation may be found in.

the Body of the Code : Yet, unnatural as the Account there ftands,

it is fcriouily credited by the Hindoos of all Denominations, except

perhaps a few Individuals, who, by the Variety and Contradictions

of their feveral allegorical Interpretations, have mutually precluded

each other from all Pretenfions to Infallibility.

That the Curious may form fome Idea of this Gentoo Sacrifice

when reduced to a Symbol, as well as from the fubfequent plain;

Account given of it in a Chapter of the Code, an Explanation of it

is here inferted from Darul Shekuh's famous Perfian Tranflation of

ibme Commentaries upon the Four Beids, or original- Scriptures of

Hindoftan : The Work iticlf is extremely fcarce, and perhaps of

dubious Authenticity j and it was by mere Accident that this lit-

tle Specimen was. procured.

'

i "Explanation.

•0 \
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Explanation of the Ajhummeed *Jugg*

H The Afhummeed Jugg does not merely confifr. in the Per-

* formance of that Ceremony which is open to the Infpection of

'< the World, namely, in bringing a Horfe and facrificing him

;

" but Afhummeed is to be taken in a myftic Signification, as im-

*< plying, that the Sacrifice!* muft look upon himfelf to be typified in

•• that Horfe, fuch as he mall be defcribed, becaufe the religious

" Duty of the Afhummeed Jugg comprehends all thofe other reli-

" gious Duties, to the Performance ofwhich all the Wife and Ho-

" ly direct all their Actions, and by which all the fincere Profef-

" fors of every different Faith aim at Perfection : The myftic

u Signification thereof is as follows : The Plead of that unble-

" mifhed Horfe is the Symbol of the Morning ; his Eyes are the

" Sun 3 his Breath the Wind; his wide-opening Mouth is the

tl Bifhwaner, or that innate Warmth which invigorates all the

« World y his Body typifies one entire Year ; his Back Paradife;

" his Belly the Plains ; his Hoof this Earth ; his Sides the four

* Quarters of the Heavens ; the Bones thereof the intermediate

li Spaces between- the four Quarters ; the Red: of his Limbs repre-

Ki fent all diftinct Matter; the Places where thofe Limbs meet, or

l* his Joints, imply the Months and Halves of the Months, which

* are called Peche (or Fortnights ;) h*rs Feet flgnify Night and

" Day; and Night and Day are of four Kinds : Ml. The Night and

* Day ofBrihma j 2&. The- Night' "'and Day of Angels ; 3d, The

* Night and Day of the World of the Spirits of deceafed Ancef-

"•tors-;
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* tors; 4th. The Night and Day of Mortals : Thefe four Kinds are

M typified in his four Feet. The Reft of his Bones are the Conftel-

" lations of the fixed Stars, which are the twenty-eight Stages of the

" Moon's Courfe, called the Lunar Year; his Flefh is the Clouds;

*« his Food the Sand; his Tendons the Rivers; his Spleen and

" Liver the Mountains; the Hair of his Body the Vegetables, and

" his long Hair the Trees ; the Forepart of his Body typifies the

" firfl Half of the Day, and the hinder Part the latter Half; his

u Yawning is the FlafTi of the Lightning, and his turning himfelf

" is the Thunder of the Cloud; his Urine reprefents the Rain;

" and his mental Reflection is his only Speech. The golden Vef-

•• fels which are prepared before the Horfe is let loofe are the

" Light of the Day, and the Place where thofe VerTels are kept is

" a Type cf the Ocean of the Eaft ; the filver VerTels which are

*' prepared after the Horfe is let loofe are the Light of the

" Night, and the Place where thofe VefTels are kept is a Type of

" the Ocean of the Weft: Thefe two Sorts of VerTels are always

" before and after the Horfe.— The Arabian Horfe, which onAc-
*' count of his Swiftnefs is called Hy, is the Performer of the

" Journies of Angels ; the Tajee, which is of the Race of Perflan

M Horfes, is the Performer of the Journies of the Kundherps (or

•• good Spirits •) the Wiizba, which is of the Race of the deformed

V Tazee Horfes, is the Performer of the Journies of the Jins (or

44 Demons;) and the Afhoo, which is of the Race of Turkilh

*' Horfes, is the Performer of the Journies of Mankind : This one

4< Horfe, which performs thefe feveral Services, on Account of his

« four
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Ci four different Sorts of Riders, obtains the four different Ap-
il pellations : The Place where this Horfe remains is the great

cc Ocean, which figniiies the great Spirit of Perm-Atma, or the

" univerfal Soul, which proceeds alfo from that Perm-Atma, and

M is comprehended in the fame Perm-Atma. The Intent of this

" Sacrifice is, that a Man mould confider himfelf to be in the

" Place of that Horfe, and look upon all thefe Articles as typified

" in himfelf; and, conceiving the Atma (or divine Soul) to be an

*' Ocean, mould let all Thought of Self be abforbed in. that Atma."

This is the very Acme and Enthufiafm of Allegory, and wonder-

fully difplays the picturefque Powers of Fancy in an Afiatic Genius.

But it would not have been inferted at Length in this Place, if

the Circumflance of letting loofe the Horfe had not feemed to bear

a great Refemblance to the Ceremonies of the Scape-Goat ; and

perhaps the known Intention of this latter may plead for the like

hidden Meaning in the former. But to quit this Digreflion. —
The real Appellations of the Country and of the Inhabitants of

Hindoftan, by which they are conftantly denominated in the an-

cient Writings of the Natives, feem hitherto to have efcaped the

Notice of the Weflern World.

Hindostan is a Perfian Word, equally unknown to the old and

modern Shanfcrit, compounded of Stan, a Region, and the Word
Hind, or Hindoo: Probably Colonel Dow's elegant Tranflation

of Ferifhteh's Hiflory gives us the true Derivation, in that Author's

F Conjecture,
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Conjecture, that it is taken from Hind, a fuppcfed Son cf Ham*.

the Son of Noah ; and, whatever Antiquity the Indians may affert

for themfelves (of which fome Notice will fubfequently be taken)

the Perfians, we believe, will reft contented to allow, that the firft

Intercourfe between the two Nations commenced in the third Des-

cent from the Deluge. But, if this Definition were rejected, the

common Opinion, that India was fo named by Foreigners after the

River Indus, is by no Means repugnant to Probability : In the

Shanfcrit however, Hindoftan is conftantly denominated Bhertekhunt,

or Jumboodeep (as it is hereafter called in the prefent Work, from

Jumboo, or Jumbook, a Jackal!, an Animal remarkably abundant

in this Country, and Deep, any large Portion of Land furrounded

by the Sea.) Khunt fignifies a Continent, or wide Tract of Land, and

Bherrut is the Name of one of the firfl Indian Rajahs, whofe Name
was adopted for that of the Kingdom : Hindoo therefore is not the

Term by which the Inhabitants originally ftiled themfelves, but, ac-

cording to the Idiom of their Language, Jumboodeepee, or

Bhertekhuntee ; and it is only fince the /Era of the Tartar Govern-

ment that they have afTumed the Name of Hindoos, to diftinguifh

themfelves from their Conquerors, the MufTulmen. The Word Gen-
too has been, and is ftill, equally miftaken to fignify, in the proper

Senfe of the Term, the ProfefTors of the Braminical Religion,

whereas Gent, or Gentoo, means Animal in general, and in its more

confined Senfe, Mankind; but is never, in the Shanfcrit Dialect,

nor even in the modern Jargon of Bengal, appropriated particularly

to fuch as follow the Doctrines of Brihma. The four great Tribes

3 hav£
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have each their own feparate Appellation j but they have no com-

mon or collective Term that comprehends the whole Nation under

the Idea affixed by Europeans to the V/ord Gentoo. Poffibly the

Portuguefe on their firft Arrival in India, hearing the Word fre-

quently in the Mouths of the Natives as applied to Mankind in

general, might adopt it for the domeftic Appellation of the Indians

themfelves ; perhaps alfo their Bigotry might force from the Word
Gentoo a fanciful Alluhon to Gentile, a Pagan.

The Shanfcrit Language is very copious and nervous, but tljje

Style of the belt Authors wonderfully concife. It far exceeds the

Greek and Arabick in the Regularity of its Etymology, and like

them has a prodigious Number of Derivatives from each primary

Root. The grammatical Rules alfo are numerous and difficult,

though there are not many Anomalies. As one Inftance of the

Truth of this AiTertion, it may be obferved,. that there are feven

Declenfions of Nouns, all ufed in the fingular, the dual, and the

plural Number, and all of them differently formed, according as

they terminate with a Confonant, with a long or a fhort Vowel

;

?ind again different alfo as they are of different Genders : Not

a Nominative Cafe can be formed to any one of thefe Nouns, with-

out the Application of at leafl four Rules, which differ likewife with,

each particular Difference of the Nouns as above ftated : Add to

this, that every Word in the Language may be ufed through all

the feven Declenfions, and there needs no farther Proof of the

Difficulty of the Idiom.

The..
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[E Shanfcrit Grammars are called Beeaklrun, of which there

are many compofed by different Authors; fome too abftrufe even

for the Compreheniion of moil Bramins, and others too prolix to

be ever ufed but as References. One of the fliorteft, named the

Sarafootee, contains between two and three hundred Pages, and

was compiled by Anoobhootee Seroopenam Acharige, with a Con-

cifenefs that can fcarcely be parallelled in any other Language.

The Shanfcrit Alphabet contains fifty Letters, and it is one

Boaft of the Bramins that it exceeds all other Alphabets in this

Refpecl: : But when we confider that of their thirty-four Confo-

nants near Half carry combined Sounds, and that fix of their Vow-

els arc merely the correfpondent long Ones to as many which are

fhort, the Advantage feems to be little more than fanciful.

The Shanfcrit Character, ufed in Upper Hindoftan, is faid to

be the fame original Letter that was firft delivered to the People by

Brihma, and is now called Dievvnagur, or the Language of

Angels ; whereas the Character ufed by the Bramins of Bengal is

by no Means fo ancient, and though fomewhat different is evi-

dently a Corruption of the former, as will better appear upon

Comparifon, for which Reafon the Alphabets of both are here in-

ferted. -j-

\ See Platei No, i, and No. z.
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To rank ree and lee among the Vowels may perhaps be cenfured"

as unnatural j we can only fay, that being Liquids, they partake

in fome fmall Meafure of the Vowel, and that to an European Ear

it feems equally extraordinary to find the Periian and Arabic £ ain to

be a Confonant. It will alfo be obferved in the preceding Alpha-

bets, that the Vowels have different Forms when combined with

Confonants from thofe they bear when unconnected.

In the Four Beids (the original and lacred Text of the great Hin-

doo Creator and Legiflator Brihma) the Length of the Vowels is

determined and pointed out by a mulical Note or Sign, called Ma-

tying ( implying one whole Tone ) which is placed over every

Word ; and in reading the Beids thefe Dirtinclions of Tone and

Time muft be nicely obferved; the Account of this Modulation as

given in theShanfcrit Grammar, called Sarafootee, is here tranflated.

" The Vowels are of three Sorts, fhort, long, and continued (cr

to ufe a more mufical Term, holding.) " The Chain (a fmall Bird

*' peculiar to Hindoflan) utters one Matrang, the Crow two Ma-
" trangs, and the Peacock three Matrangs ; the Moufe Half a Ma-
" trang. One Matrang is the fhort Vowel, two Matrangs the long

" Vowel, and three Matrangs the continued : A Confonant with-

'* out a Vowel has the Half Matrang. Thefe Vowels are again to be

** diftinguifhed by a high Note for the one Matrang, a low Note for

" the two Matrangs, and an Intermediate or Tenor fcr the three

" Matrangs, either with Nafals or Gutturals, ee, el, 5, oii, are Dip-

G " thongs >
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" thongs, and cannot' be fhort •> but thefe four, together with the

r< other five, e, ee, oo, ree, lee, are to be taken as Vowels."

It has been mentioned that thefe Diftinctions are all marked in

the Beids, and mult be modulated accordingly, fo that they pro-

duce all the Effect of a laboured Recitative ; but by an Attention

to the Mufic of the Chant, the Senfe of the Paffage recited equally

efcapes the Reader and the Audience. It is remarkable, that the

Jews in their Synagogues chant the Pentateuch in the fame Kind

of Melody, and it is fuppofed that this Ufage has defcended to

them from the remoteft Ages.

To give fome faint Idea of thefe arbitrary Notes, a Line is here

inferted with the feveral Matrangs. -f

tie moondee Kreele bederoo bederoo bederoo.

The laft Syllable of the Word bederoo with three Matrangs is

held for near a Minute, gradually linking, and then fuelling cut

with a ftefh Rinforza to mark each Matrang.

The Shanfcrit Poetry comprehends a very great Variety of dif-

ferent Metres, of which the moil common are thefe :

The Munnee hurreneh Chhund, or Line of twelve or nineteen

h is fcanned by three Syllables in a Foot, and the

i Foot is the AnapslL

iur. I, or Line of eleven Syllables.

\ Sec Plate No j. Line i.

The
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The Anufhtofe Chhund, or Line of eight Syllables.

The Poems are generally compofed in Stanzas of four Lines,

called Afhlogues, which are regular or irregular.

The moft common Afhlogue is that of the Anufhtofe Chhund,

or regular Stanza of eight Syllables in each Line. In this Mea-

fure greater!: Part of the Mahabaret is compofed. The Rhyme in this

Kind of Stanza mould be alternate ; but the Poets do not feem to

be very nice in the Obfervance of a flricr. Correfpondence in the

Sounds of the terminating Syllables, provided the Feet of the

Verie are accurately kept.

This fhort Anufhtofe Afhlogue is generally written by two

Verfes in one Line, with a Paufe between, fo that the whole then

affumes the Form of a long Diftich.

The irregular Stanza is conftantly called Aryachhund, of what-

ever Kind of Irregularity it may happen to coniifl. It is moil com-

monly compounded of the long Line Cabee Chhund, and the fliort

Anufhtofe Chhund alternately -, in. which Form it bears fome Refem-

blance to the mofl common Lyrick Meafure of the Eng.lifh.

It will in this Place be pardonable to quote a few Stanzas of

ohanferit Poetry, as Examples of the fhort Account here given of its

3 Profody.
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Profody. The Specimens give us no defpicable Idea of the old

Hindoo Bards. The Images are in general lively andpleafing, the

Diction eleeant and concife, and the Metre not inharmonious.

An Afilogue Aniiflrtofe Chhundy or regular , of eight Sylla-

bles in each Line*

Peeta che reenewan ilietrooh

Mata flietroo remeeleenee

Bharya. roopewetee metro5h

Pootreh flietroo repundeeteh.

A Father in Debt is an Enemy (to his Son.)

A Mother of fcandalous Behaviour is an Enemy (to her Son.)

A Wife of a beautiful Figure is an Enemy (to her Hufband.)

A Son of no Learning is an Enemy (to his Parents.)

These Verfes are regular dimeter Iambicks.

An AJhlogueMunnee hurreneh Chhundy orofnineteen Syllables.

X

Ootkhatum needhee fhungkeya khyeetee telum dhonata geereer

dhatewo

eelteerne isereetam peteer nreepeteyor yetaene iungtomeetah

Muntr' aradhene tetperaene menefa nceta fhmelhanae neeihah

Prapta kapee werateeka neche meya treefhnae fekama bhewe.

* See Plate No. 3. % Ibid.

From
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From the infatiable Defire of Riches, I have digged beneath the

Earth ; I have fought by Chymiftry to tranfmute the Metals of

the Mountains.

I have traverfed the Queen of the Oceans ; I have toiled inceftant

for the Gratification of Monarchs.

I have renounced the World, to give up my whole Heart to the Stu-

dy of Incantations ; I have pafTed whole Nights on the Places

where the Dead are burnt.

I have not gained one Cowry. — Begone, O Avarice, thy Bufinefs

is over.

*An AJhlogueMunnee hurreneh Chhimd^ or oftwelve Syllables.

Shefheena che neefha neeiheyache fhefhee

Shefheena neefheya cheweebhatee nebheh

eyeia kemelum kemel.iene peyen

reyela kemelaene weeonatee leren.

The Nicrht is for the Moon, and the Moon is for the Ni^ht

:

When the Moon and the Night are together, it is the Glory

of the Heavens.

The Lotus, or Water-Lilly, is for the Stream, and the Stream is

for the Water-Lilly :

When the Stream and the Water-Lilly meet, it is the Glory of the

Canal.
* See Plate No. 3.

H This
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This Species of Compolition is called Koondelee Chhund, from

Koondelee, a Circle, and aniwers nearly to the Word Rondeau^

which Sort of Verie it exactly imitates.

Almost every Foot in this beautiful Stanza is a pure Anapaeft.

Three /Ifologues Aryachhund^ or irregular
, from a Collec-

tion of Poems. %

i.

w w — \j » w w
Swejeno neyatee wirum

ereneete booddneer weenalne kalaepee

Chhaedaepee chundene teroo

Sw w w t 1 w WWW WWII 1 *"* ^ , t — w /* w
oorebheyetee mookhum koot, harefye.

A good Man goes not upon Enmity,

But is well inclined towards another, even while he is ill-treated

by him

:

So, even while the Sandal-Tree is felling,

It imparts to the Edge of the Axe its aromatic Flavour.

2.

edyepee ne bhewetee hanee

Perekeeyam cheretee rafebhee drakhyam

Efemunjefe meetee metwa

Tethapee kheloo khadyetae chendreh.

* See Plate No. 4.

So
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So long as there is no Danger,

The Afs will eat a Stranger's Vine ;

So, not confcious of receiving any Hurt,

The Dragon * flill attempts to devour the Moon.

* Alluding to the Gentoos Idets of an Eclipfe.

*#* This Stanza has been quoted in a former Publication as a

Specimen of the Reig Beid.

3-

«

Sejjenufye hreedeyum neweneetum

Yedweduntee weeboodha ftedeleekum

.bnyedaene weelelet pereetapat

Sejjeno drewetee no neweneetum.

The good Man's Heart is like Butter,

The Poets fay, but herein they are miftaken :

Upon beholding anothers Life expofed to Calamities*

The good Man melts ; — J but it is not fo with Butter.

% That is, the Simile is not juft, becaufe it does not exprefs the Powers of Sympathy,,

which are the characterise Part of the good Man's Difpolition.

The Four Beids are not in Verfe, as has been hitherto erroneoufly

imagined, but in a Kind of meafured Profe, called Pungtee

Chhund : The Tranflator is therefore obliged to obferve, that an

Author of much Merit has, by wrong Information, been induced

to
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to offer four Stanzas as Specimens of the feveral Beids, which

have not the leaf* Affinity or Similitude to thofe Books : His firft

mza is very faulty, and without an Interpretation ; But, as a Proof

that it cannot belong to the Beids, it has already been quoted in

the Specimen of the Afhlogue Aryachhund, together with the Stan-

zas immediately preceding and following, which are taken from a

Work called Kayaprekafh (or a Collection of Poems) faid to

have been compoied by one Kiyat, in the third Age of the World.

From the many obfolete Terms ufed in the Beids, from the

Concifenefs and Obfcurity of their Dialed;, and from the Particu-

larity of the Modulation in which they muft be recited, they are

now hardly intelligible : Very few of the mod learned Pundits, and

thofe only who have employed many Years of painful Study upon

this one Tafk, pretend to have the fmalleft Knowledge of the Ori-

ginals, which are now alfo become extremely fcarce and difficult

to be found ; but Comments have been written on them from the

earlieft Periods ; whereof one of the raoft ancient and moft ortho-

dox was compofed by Bifefht Mahamoonee, or the moft Wife, a

great Writer and Prophet, who is faid to have lived in the Suttee

Jogue, or firft Age of the World, and from whom Beafs, the cele-

brated Author of the heroic Poem Mahabaret, boafted his Defcent.

The Style of this Writer is clear, but very concifej a Specimen

of it is here offered, in his Explanation of the firft Chapter of the

Reig Beid, which contains a Defcription of the Wifdom and Powers

of the Almighty.

3 Bifffkt
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Blfefht Mahamoonee upon the Reig Beid. *

bhree Genaeihaye nemeli! iemelte weeiheye waiena veeneermo

teh fe Peremehumie. Kaewelum neerweemae me Brehme chin t

.

matraewe teeihtetee Te Peremehumfeh. Yetre kootre cheetteefh-

tetee, tetr', adou Reegbaedufye Pregyanefhcbdufyc vyakhyanum

kreeyetae. aekemaew' adweeteeyum Brehmaetee feeddhangteh:

Pregyanum fwctefhchltenyum tedweemaefhah enacke prekarah ;

tenmedhyae yet, hawlbbooddhy' anoofaraene vyakhyanuni kreeyc.

Prekrefhtum ootkrefhtum gyanum Pregyanum: oopadhee reheetum

fwetefhchltenyum. Kale treye reheetum; eweft, ha treye reheetum ;

prepunche veeneermoqkturri fwetuntruin gyanum tet pregyanum

name dhaeyum Brehme bhewetee. Yeggyanaene too mayachitenyum

bhewetee, yeggyanaene chetoorving ihetee tetwum chlteryum bhe-

wetee, keemeewe ; iooryes cheknyoo reewe, egnee patre meewe,

choom beke lohe meewe, footredhare cheetre meewe, kalht' agnec

reewe, pooroolne chhayaewe wate raenoo reewe, dnenoorddhere bane

eewe, breekye chhayaewe ; emoona prekaraene chitenyum femefte

jeget prepunch' otpadekum kerotee, gyanemektee, eechhafhektee,

kreeyafliektee, chitenyum jegetakarum bhewetee : ete aewe neer-

getangteh kerenaene fhrotre ddharaene mebde grehenum kerotee,

neergetangteh kerenaene tweeha dwaraene fperfhe grehenum kero-

tee, neergetangteh kerenaene chekhyoo dwaraene roope grehenum

kerotee, neergetangteh kerenaene jeehwa dwaraene refe grehenum

kerotee, neergetangteh kerenaene nafeeka dwaraene gangdhe

• See Plates No. 5 and No. 6.

I grehenum
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grehenum kerotee i ete aewe punche kermingdreeye praerekeh,

punche oyamndreeye praerekeh, punche mehabhoote praerekeh,

punche tenmatranee praerekeh, goone treye praerekeh eetyadee

femefte prepunch' otpetteeh preleyatmekum kerotee, jegetfa-

khyeetwaene pefhyetee. Tet pregyanum name Brehme dhyacyum

bhewetee, tefmat pregyane fhebdaene ted Brehme weeihaemaene

fenvaemereh ket, hyetae; tebre f65tredhar' eefhereh mayaweedhya

netee nreetyum kerotee ke-eewe nete-eewe, eetee reegwaeauiye

pregyane lliebdeneerneyeh.

Commentary of Bifejht Mahamoonee upon the i ft Chapter of

the Reig Beid.

j~ f~~^ LORY be to Goneifh. ! That which is exempt from all De-
^-^ fires of the Senfes, the fame is the mighty Lord. He is fin-

gle, and than him there is Nothing greater. Brehm (the Spirit of

God) is abforbed in Self-Contemplation : The fame is the mighty

Lord, who is prefent in every Part of Space, whofe Omnifcience,

as exprelled in the Reig Beid, I mall now explain.—Brehm is one,

and to him there is no Second ; fuch is truly Brehm. His Omni-

fcience is felf-infpired (or felf-intelligent) and its Comprehenfion

includes every poffible Species.—To illuftrate this as far as I am

able.—The mofl comprehenlive of all comprehenfive Faculties is

t An Invocation never omitted by a pious Gentoo upon the Commencement of

any Bufinefs whatsoever.

Omni-



( XXXV )

Omnifcience; and being felf-infpired, it is fubjcct to no * Acci-

dent of Mortality or PafTion ; of Vice
-J- ; to it the J three Diftinc-

tions of Time are not ; to it the three § Modes of Being are not

;

it is feparated from the Univerfe, and independent of all. This

Omnifcience is named Brehm. By this Omnifcient Spirit, the

Operations of God are enlivened ; by this Spirit alfo, the
||
twenty-

four Powers of Nature are animated. How is this ? As the Eye by

the Sun, as the Pot by the Fire, as Iron by the Magnet, as Variety

of Imitations by the Mimic, as Fire by the Fuel, as the Shadow by

the Man, as Duft by the Wind, as the Arrow by the Spring of the

Bow, and as the Shade by the Tree ; fo by this Spirit the World

* Of which they reckon five, Conception, Birth, Growth, Decay and Death

f In Number fix, called Opadhee, viz. Luft, Anger, Avarice, Folly, Drunken-

nefs and Pride.

X The paft, prefent and future.

§ To be awake, to fleep and to be abforbed in a State of Unconfcioufnefs—a Kind

of Trance.

|

Viz. The five Elements (for the Hindoos add to the four a fubtile ./Ether, which

they call Akafh, and fuppofe to be the Medium of Sound)

The five Members of A&ion, Hand, Foot, Tongue, Anus and Yard.

The five Members of Perception, Ear, Eye, Nofe, Mouth and Skin.

The five Senfes.

The three Difpofitions of the Mind, Defirc, Paffion and Tranquillity.

Confcioufnefs, or Self-Perception.

-r-
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is endued with the Powers of Intellect, the Powers of the Will,

and the Powers of Action ; fo that, if it emanates from the Heart

by the Channel of the Ear, it caufes the Perception of Sounds ; if

it emanates from the Heart by the Channel of the Skin, it caufes

the Perception of the Touch ; if it emanates from the Heart by the

Channel of the Eye, it caufes the Perception of viiible Objects y if

it emanates from the Heart by the Channel of the Tongue, it caufes

the Perception of Tafte; if it emanates from the Heart by the

Channel of the Nofe, it caufes the Perception of Smell. This alfo

invigorating the five Members of Action, and invigorating the five

Members of Perception, and invigorating the five Elements, and

invigorating the five Senfes, and invigorating the three Difpoiitions

of the Mind, &c. caufes the Creation or the Annihilation of the

Univerfe -, while itfelf beholds every Thing as an indifferent Spec-

tator. Wherefore that Omnifcience thus centered in Brehm is cal-

led Serwae flier (or the Lord of all ;) and this Lord, as a Player

doth, is perpetually (hifting his Modes of Operation, by a Variety

of Gradations, as the Dancer fhifts his Steps.—Thus far the Doc-

trine of the Reig Beid.

The Tranflator is confeious, that this mort Account of the Shan-

fcrit is very defective and infufficient ; but he muft plead in his owa

Defence, that very lately only, and that altogether by Accident, he

was enabled to procure even this flender Information ; that the

Pundits who compiled the Code were to a Man refolute in reject-

ing all his Solicitations for Inftru&ion in this Dialect, and that the

3 Perfuafion
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Perfuafion and Influence of the Governor-General were in vain

exerted to the fame Purpofe. However, iince the Completion of

his former Tail-:, he lias been happy enough to become acquaint

with a Bramin of more liberal Sentiments, and of a more com-

municative Difpofition, joined to an exteniivc Knowledge acquired

both by Study and Travel : He eagerly embraced the Opportunity

of profiting by the Help of fo able a Mafter, and means to exert all

his Diligence upon fo curious and uncommon a Subject.

The Hindoos as well as the Chinefe have ever laid claim to an

Antiquity infinitely more remote than is authorized by the Belief of

the reft of Mankind. It is certain however, that theie two Na-

tions have been acquainted with Letters from the very earlieft I

riod, and that their Annals have never been diflurbed or dclln

by any known Revolution ; and though we may come to the Peru&l

of their Records, armed with every Argument, and fortified e

to Prejudice againft the Admiiiion of their Preteniions, at th<

Time placing the nioft implicit Reliance upon the Mofaic Chrono-

logy as generally received, yet their plaufible Accounts of thofe re-

mote Ages, and their undeviating Confidence in their own Ailerti-

ons, never can fail to make fome Imprcilion upon us, in propor-

tion as we gain a clearer lnfight to them. Sufpicions of a like Na-

ture are not totally without Foundation even in the Weftern World ;

and the confeientious Scruples of the Historiographer of Mount

/Etna (as mentioned in a late * Publication) ys be of fome

Weight in the Scale of Philofophy.

* Brydone's 1

K The
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The Hindoos then reckon the Duration of the World by four

Jogues, or diitinct Ages.

1. The Suttee Jogue (or Age of Purity) is faid to have lafted

^,200,000 Years; and they hold that the Life of Man was in

that Age extended to 100,000 Years, and that his Stature was

21 Cubits.

2. The Tirtah Jogue (or Age in which one third of Mankind

were reprobate) they fuppofe to have confifted of 2,400,000 Years,

and that Men then lived to the Age of 10,000 Years.

3. The Dwapaar Jogue (in which Half of the human Race became

depraved) endured 1,600,000 Years, and Mens Lives were reduced

to 1000 Years.

4. The Collee Jogue (in which all Mankind are corrupted, or

rather lefTened, for that is the true Meaning of Collee) is the pre-

fent /Era, which they fuppofe ordained to fubfifl for 400,000

Years, of which near 5000 are already paft, and Man's Life in

this Period is limited to 100 Years.

Computation is lofl, and Conjecture overwhelmed in the At-

tempt to adjuffc fuch afton idling Spaces of Time to our own

confined Notions of the World's Epoch : To fuch Antiquity the

3 Mofaic
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Mofaic Creation is but as Yetterday ; and to fuch Aces the L

Methufelah is no more than a Span !—Abfurd as this G^ntco Doctrine

may feem, mere human Reafon, upon Confideration of the prefent

contracted Meafure of Mortality, can no more reconcile to itfelf the

Idea of Patriarchal than of Braminical Longevity ; and when the Line

of implicit Faith is once extended, we can never afcertain the pre-

cife Limits beyond which it mud: not pafs. One Circumttance mull

not be omitted, that the Ages allotted to Mankind in the feveral

Jogues by the Bramins tally very exactly with thofe mentioned by

Mofes, as far as the Chronology of the latter reaches. For the laft

Part of the Dwapaar Jogue, in which Men are faid to have attained

to One Thoufand Years of Life, correfponds with the Mofaic iEra

of the Antediluvians : And in the Commencement of the Collee

Jogue, which comes very near to the Period of the Deluge, the Por-

tion of human Exittence was contracted to One Hundred Years, and

is feldom fuppofed even to go fo far.

We are not much advanced in our Inquiries, by allowing with

fome excellent Authors, that mod of the Gentoo Shatters (or Scrip]

tures) were compofed about the Beginning of the Collee Jogue ; for

then we at once come to the immediate iEra of the Flood, which

Calamity is never once mentioned in thofe Shatters, and which yet

we mutt: think infinitely too remarkable to have been even but

{lightly fpoken of, much lefs to have been totally omitted, had it

even been known in that Part of the World. The Bramins indeed

remove this Objection by two Affertions ; One, that all their Scrip-

tui
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turcs were written before the Time by us allotted to Noah; the

Other, that the Deluge really never took place in Hindoftan.

But to wave thefe vague and indefinite Difquifitions, it will not

here be fuperfiuous to quote a PafTage or two from fome of the moft

clafhcal and authentic Shatters, which exprefsly determine and fix

Dates of their refpective /Eras to the earlieft Jogues.

The firft. Specimen here inferted is from the Book of Munnoo,

which the Reader will obferve ftands foremoft in the Lift of thofe

which furnimed the iubfequent Code ; and though the fecond Quo-

tation is not Co authoritative, as being the Production of a later Au-

thor (whole Name we do not recollect) in Teftimony of the Date

of another, yet Jage-Bulk is mentioned among the rirlT tors,

and his Books are valued for their Aat'quit] as their Excel-

lence.

An Afhlogue Murinee hurreneh Chhund
i

or cf Nineteen

Syllables^ from Munnoo. f

Ebdanam defhekum fehefre defhekum. yatum che fetyae yc

Bhadrae mafee kreetameyahee menoona brehmagyeya r

;rum neetee weechare dherme jenekum gyanepredum ferweda

heetekamgeya menoopreja nama fmreeteer deepeeka.

•f
See Plate No. ;,

When
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When ten thoufand and ten Years of the Suttee Jogue were pad,

on the Night of the Full Moon, in the Month I in, I Munnoo,

at the Command of Brehma, finished this Shafter, that fpeaks of

Mens Duty, of Juftice, and of Religion, ever inftru&ive.

This Treatife, called Munnoo Smiftee, will enlighten the W • Id

like a Torch.

Two Afldogues Anufotofe Chhwid, or of eight Syllables', upon

J
fage-Bulk, f

Traetayam yagyewelkaene Vyetee tae nevve punchekae

Shrawenae mafee fhooklae chee Punchemyam boodhewa

Yagyewelky' abheedum fhaftrum Dherme nectee prekafhekum

Rajeneetee preedum chlwe. Neranam heetekamyeya.

In the Tirtah Jogue, the Author Jage-Balk, when ninety -five Years

were paft, in the Month of Sawun, on the Moon's Increafe, on the

Wednefday (or literally on the Dav of *Mercury) finished the Treatife,

f See Plate No. 7.

* It is very remarkable, that the Days of the Week are named in the Shanfcrit Lan-

guage from the fame Planets to which they were affigned by the Greeks and Romano.

Audeetye War } c ,. t>.. Audeetye ) , c— {„. >aoIis Dies. r>-\ — ; > the Sun.
Re'oee War J Rebee J

Some War Luna Dies. Some the Moon.

Mungel War Martis Dies. Mungele Mars.

Boodhe War Mercurii Dies. Bood Mercui

Breehefpet War Jovis Dies. Jupiter.

Shookr.e War Veneris Dies. Shookre V\nus.

Shenlfcher War Saturn i Dies. Shenxfcher Saturn.

L called
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called Jage-Bulk, which fets forth the Offices of Religion, and alfo

informs Men of the Duties of the Magiftrate.

What Periods (hall we poffibly affign to thefe Writers, if we dif-

allow the Authorities here quoted ? If they are falfe, there mult have

been a Time when the Impofition would have been too palpable to

have palled upon Mankind, and when the concurrent Teftimony of

the whole World would have rifen up in Judgment againft it; for if

we grant Munnoo's Works to have been published during his own

Life-Time, it is impofilble that he mould have ventured to utter fo

monilrous a Forgery j and if they were concealed till after his Death,

could the Memory of his late Exiflence be (o fliortly obliterated

through the whole Country ?— But fuppofing fo much of the Book as

relates to the Date to have been folded in by another, and after-

wards produced as a Part of the original Text, which till that Time

had lain undifcovered, Nobody furely would have believed him in.

Oppofition to the univerfal Faith ! for fo miraculous a Fiction could

never gain Credit but upon the Support of fome Principle of religious

Opinion, and every Religion has eftablifhed a Chronology of its own :

Beiides, can it be pofiible, that none of Munnoo's Cotemporaries,

none of the fucceeding Writers mould have recorded fo finking a

Circumltance ? for if the whole Indian World had till that Time be-

lieved with us in a Chronology nearly anfwering to that of Mofes, fo

aftonifhing a Change in their Sentiments upon the Introduction of

the Doctrine of the Jogues would have furniflied ample Matter for

a thoufand Volumes -, but on the contrary, all the Parts of every

3 Shatter
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Shafter (however different from each other on religious Subjects) are

yet uniform and confident throughout upon this; the fame Mode of

computing their Annals has always obtained, and the fame Belief of

the Remotenefs of Antiquity that now prevails may be proved to

have been univerfally acknowledged, even at the Time in which fome

pretend to fix the firfr. Appearance of Letters in Hindoflan.

Rajah Prichutt, who thoughranked as a modern on the Records

of India, is yet known to have lived in the earliefb Ages of the Collee

Jogue, was no lefs anxious than modern Philofophers are to pierce

through the Obfcurity of Time, and to trace the Progrefs of the

World from its Infancy ; at his Inftigation a Work was compofed by

ShukehDiew, a learned Bramin (Son of Beafs, the famous Author of

the Mahabaret) containing the Hiflory of India through the three pie-

ceding Jogues, with the Succeffion of the ieveral Rajahs, and the

Duration of their Reigns. This curious Hiftory, called Shree Bhag-

but, ftill fubiifts, divided into twelve Afcund or Books (literally

Branches) and three thoufand and twenty Chapters. What mall

we fay to a Work compofed four thoufand Years ago, and from

thence tracing Mankind upwards through feveral millions of Years ?

Muil we anfwer, that the Earth was at that Time an uninhabited.

Marfrij ftill flowly emerging from an univerfal Inundation ?

Great furely and inexplicable muft, be the Doubts of mere hu-

man Reafon upon fuch a Dilemma when unafiifled and uninforrr

by Divine Revelation; but while we admit the former in our Argu-

m



( xliv )

rrent, we prcfefs a mod unfhaken Reliance upon the latter, before

which every Sufpicion muft fubfide, and Sceptlcifm be abforbed in

Conviction : Yet from the Premifes already eftabliQied, this Conclu-

iion at leaft may fairly be deduced, that the World does not now con-

tain Annals of more indifputable Antiquity than thofe delivered

down by the ancient Bramins.

Collateral Proofs of this Antiquity may be drawn from every

Page of the prefent Code of Laws, in its wonderful Correspondence

with many Parts of the Inftitutes of Mofes, one of the fir ft of known

Legiflatorsj from whom we cannot poffibly find Grounds to fuppofe

the Hindoos received the fmalleft Article of their Religion or Juris-

prudence, though it is not utterly impofiible, that the Doctrines of

Hindoflan'might have been early transplanted into Egypt, and thus

have become familiar to Mofes.

The Gentoos have in all Ages believed in the Transmigration of

Souls, which they denominate Kayaprewaefh and Kayapelut : This

latter literally anfwers to the Word MetempSychofis.—An ancient

Shafter, called the Geeta, written by Adhae Doom, has a beautiful

Stanza upon this Syftem of the Transmigration, which he com-

pares to a Change oS DreSs,

An
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An AJhlogue Cabee Chhund
y or of eleven Syllables in each

Line, *

On the Iran/migration of Souls.

aiamiee jeernanee yet, ha weehaye

Newanee grehnatee nero peranee,

Tet, ha ihereeranee weehaye jeernan

Enyanee fumyatee newanee daehee.

As throwing afide his old Habits,

A Man puts on others that are new,

So, our Lives quitting the Old,

Go to other newer Animals.

•f*
An ingenious Author of our own has well explained their

Ideas upon the Subject of a future State, though he laments at the

fame Time, that his Materials were too imperfect to afford com-

plete Information.

Their Creed then is, that thofe Souls which have attained to a

certain Degree of Purity, either by the Innocence of their Man-

ners, or the Severity of their Mortifications, are removed to Regions

of Happinefs, proportioned to their refpective Merits : But that

thofe who cannot fo far furmount the Prevalence of bad Example,

* See Plate No. 8. f Mr, Holwel!,

M
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and the forcible Degeneracy of the Times, as to deferve fuch a Pro-

tion, are condemned to undergo continual Punifliment in the

Animation of fucceflive animal Forms, until at the ftated Period

another Renovation of the four Jogues mail commence upon the

DilTolution of the prefent.

They fuppofe that there are fourteen Bhoobuns or Spheres, fe-

ven below and fix above the Earth -

y the feven inferior Worlds are

faid to be altogether inhabited by an infinite Variety of Serpents, de-

fcribed in every monftrous Figure that the Imagination can fuggeft;

hence the Reafon why fuch particular Mention is made of Serpents

in the Account of the Creation prefixed to this Code. The Earth

is called Bhoor, and Mankind who inhabit it Bhoor-logue ; an In-

ftance of which may be feen in the Stanza quoted from Munnoo :

The Spheres gradually afcending from thence are,

i ft. Bobur, whofe Inhabitants are called the Bobur-logue.

2d. The Swergeh-logue. 3d. The Mahurr-logue. 4th. The Jun-

neh-logue. 5th. The Tuppeh-logue. 6th. The Suttee-logue.

The Bobur is the immediate Vault of the vinble Heavens, in

which the Sun, Moon, and Stars are placed. The Swergeh is the

firfl Paradife and general Receptacle for thofe who merit a Removal

from the lower Earth. The Mahurr-logue are the Fakeers, and

fuch Perfbns as by Dint of Prayer have acquired an extraordinary

Degree of Sanctity. The Junneh-logue are alfo the Souls of pious

3 and
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and moral Men ; and beyond this Sphere they are not fuppofed to

pafs without fome uncommon Merits and Qualification The

Sphere of Tuppeh is the Reward of thofe who have all theii Lives

performed fome wonderful Act of Penance and Mortification, or who

have died Martyrs for their Religion. The Suttee or higheft: Sphcie

is the Reiidence of Brihma and his particular Favourites, whence

they are alfo called Brihma-logue : This is the Place of Dellination

for thofe Men who have never uttered a Falfehood during their

whole Lives, and for thofe Women who have voluntarily burned

themfelves with their Hufoands. How fhall we reconcile fo

fplendid and exalted a Benediction pronounced upon this fponta-

neous Martyrdom, with the ArTertion of an Author, that the Cuf-

tom for the Wives to burn themfelves with their Hufbands Bodies

was never reckoned a religious Duty in India ? This Circumftance

will again prefent itfelf in the Remarks on the Chapter of Women.

But it is now Time to draw this Eft-ay to warns a Conclufion,

by confining ourfelves to the more immediate Explanation of fuch

Parts of the Code as may not feem entirely confiftent with European

Opinions, or European Juftice.

The Work opens with a fhort Preliminary Difcourfe, written by

the Bramins themfelves, as well to fet forth the Motives and Ufes

of the Compilation, as to gratify the honeft. Vanity of every feniible

Mind, in giving fome Account of itfelf and of its Labours. No-

thing can be more remote from a fuperflitious Adherence to their

own
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own domeftic Prejudices, or more truly elevated above the mean

and felfifh Principles of Prieftcraft, than the genuine Dignity of

Sentiment that breathes through this little Performance. Few

Chriftians, with all the Advantages of enlightened Understandings,

would have exprerTed themfelves with a more becoming Reverence

for the grand and impartial Defigns of Providence in all its Works,

or with a more extenfive Charity towards all their fellow Creatures

of every Profemon. It is indeed an Article of Faith among the

Bramins, that God's all merciful Power would not have permitted

fuch a Number of different Religions, if he had not found a Plea-

fure in beholding their Varieties.

The nrft Section of the Preface contains an Account of the. Cre-

ation, literally as the Gentoos believe it to have been performed :

The four great and original Tribes are there faid to have proceeded

from the four different Members of Brihma, the fuppofed immedi-

ate Agent of the Creation under the Spirit of the Almighty. The

Hindoos do not fuppofe that thefe feveral Parts of the Creator, af-

figned for their Production, are a fymbolical Token or Defcription

of the refpective Duties of their Stations; but that the feveral Quali-

fications of each Cart, and the enjoined Exercife of thofe Quali-

fications, are the natural and unavoidable Refult of the prefiding

Function in each of the Members of their firft Parent.

The
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The Bramin from the Mouth— (Wifdom)

to pray, to read, to inftrucl.

The Chehteree from the Arms— (Stuength)

to draw the Bow, to fight, to govern.

The Bice from the Belly or Thighs — (Nourifliment)

to provide the Neceflaries of Life by Agriculture and Traffic.

The Sooder from the Feet—(Subjection)

to labour, to ferve, to travel.

These four great Tribes comprehend the firfl grand Diviilons

of a well-regulated State. The Mechanic, or petty Dealer, as a

Branch of lefs Importance, and adminiftering rather to the Luxu-

ries than to the Neceflities of Life, is furnifhed from a fifth adven-

titiousTribe, called BurrunSunker, which is again 1 ubdivided into

almoft as many feparate Calls as there are Trades or Occupations to

be exercifed by its Members. The fame Principle of Government,

though under a different Modification, is laid to prevail in China,

where every Man is enjoined by Law to follow the Bufinefs of his

Father, and forbidden to thrall himfeJf into any other Profeflion.

But while we commend the Policy of the ancient Hindoos, we

muft lament their molt deplorable Ignorance in fome of the practical

N Sciences,
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Sciences, particularly Geography, to which they muft give up all

Pretentions after their extravagant Defcription of the feven Deeps,

which they fuppofe to be fo many Continents feparated from each

other by an almon: infinite Ocean, but yet all belonging to the.

fame World which themfelves inhabit.

The other Divifion of the Preface contains the requifite Quali-

fications for a Magiftrate and the Duties of his Station ; moft of

the Rules there laid down are very pertinent, and difplay an accu-

rate Knowledge of the human Heart.—But as the neceflary Limits

of an EfTay like this do not give Room or Opportunity for e- ge-

neral and difFufive Criticifm, it is here intended only to fpeak of

fuch particular Parts and Pafiages of the Work as contain fome-

thing peculiar, local, or characteriftic

Among the Qualities required for the proper Execution of pub-

lick Bufinefs, Mention is made, " That a Man muft. be able to keep

** in Subjection his Lufl, his Anger, his Avarice, his Folly, and

" his Pride." Thefe Vices are fometimes denominated in the.

Shanfcrit under the general Term Opadhee, a Word which occurs

in the quoted Specimen of the Comment upon the Reig Beid. The

Folly there fpecified is not to be underftood in the ufual Senfe of

the Word in an European Idiom, as a negative Quality, or the

mere Want of Senfe, but as a Kind of obftinately ftupid Lethargy»

or perverfe Abfence of Mind, in which the Will is not altogether

pamve : It feems to be a Weaknefs peculiar to Alia, for we cannot

3 find
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find a Term by which to exprefs the precife Idea in the European

Languages j it operates fomewhat like the violent Impulfe of Fear,

under which Men will utter Falfehoods totally incompatible with

each other, and utterly contrary to their own Opinion, Knowledge,

and Conviction ; and it may be added alio, their Inclination and

Intention. A very remarkable Inftance of this temporary Frenzy

happened lately in the Supreme Court of Judicature at Calcutta,

where a Man (not an Idiot) fwore upon a Trial, that he was no

Kind of Relation to his own Brother who was then in Court, and

who had conftantly fupported him from his Infancy; and that he

lived- in a Houfe by himfelf, for which he paid the Rent from his

own Pocket, when it was proved that he was not worth a Rupee,

and when the Perfon in whofe Houfe he had always refided ftood

at the Bar clofe to him.

Whenever the Word Folly included among the Vices above-

mentioned occurs in this Code, it mull always be underftood to

carry the Meaning here defcribed.—Another Conjecture, and that

exceedingly acute and ingenious, has been flatted upon this Folly,

that it may mean the Deception which a Man permits to be im-

pofed on his Judgment by his Pafiions, as Acts of Rapacity and

Avarice are often committed by Men who afcribe them to Pru-

dence and a juft Affertion of their own Right j Malice and Ran-

cour pafs for Juflice, and Brutality for Spirit. This Opinion, when,

thoroughly examined, will very nearly tally with the former; for

all the Paffions, as well as Fear, have an equal Eriicacy to diilurb

and
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and diftort the Mind : But to account for the Folly here fpoken

of, as being the Offspring of the Paffions, inflead of drawing a

Parallel between it and the Impulfes of thole Paffions, we muff.

fuppofe the Impulfe to act with infinitely more Violence upon an

Afiatic Mind than we can ever have feen exemplified in Europe.

It is however fomething like the Madnefs fo inimitably deline-

ated in the Hero of Cervantes, fenfible enough upon fome Occa-

fions, and at the fame Time completely wild, and unconfeious

of itfelf upon others ; and that too originally produced by an Ef-

fort of the Will, though in the End overpowering and fuperfed-

ing its Functions.

It will no doubt ffrike the Reader with Wonder, to find a Prohi-

bition of Fire-Arms in Records offuch unfathomable Antiquity; and

he will probably from hence renew the Sufpicion which has long

been deemed abfurd, that Alexander the Great did abfolutely meet

with fome Weapons of that Kind in India, as a Pailage in Quintus

Curtius feems to afcertain. Gunpowder has been known in

China, as well as in Hindoftan, far beyond all Periods of InvefHga-

tion.—The Word Fire-Arms is literally Shanfcrit Agnee-afler, a

Weapon of Fire ; they defcribe the firft Species of it to have been

a Kind of Dart or Arrow tipt with Fire, and difcharged upon the

Enemy from a Bamboo. Among feveral extraordinary Properties

of this Weapon, one was, that after it had taken its Flight, it di-

vided into feveral feparate Darts or Streams of Flame, each of

V'hich took effect, and which, when once kindled, could not be ex-

tinguifhed

;
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tinguiihed •* but this Kind of Agnee-after is now loft.—Cannon in

the Shanfcrit Idiom is called Shet-Aghnce, or the Weapon that

kills a hundred Men at once, from (Shete) a Hundred, and gheneh

to kill ; and the Pooran Shatters, or Hiftories, afcribe the Invention

of thefe deftructive Engines to Beemookerma, the Artift, who is

related to have forged all the Weapons for the War which was

maintained in the Suttee Jogue between Dewta and OrToor (or the

good and bad Spirits) for the Space of one hundred Years.—Was

it Chance or Infpiration that furnifhed our admirable Milton with

exactly the fame Idea, which had never before occurred to an Eu-

ropean Imagination ?
»

The Battles which are defcribed in this Section, ridiculous as

they may appear, when compared with the modern Art and Im-

provement of War, are the very Counterparts, of Homer; for,

in the early Ages of Mankind, a Battle appears to have been little

more than a Set of diflinct Duels between Man and Man -, in which

Cafe, every Circumftance pointed out in this Part of the Magis-

trate's Duty might naturally be expected to occur: And this is a

forcible Argument to prove, that the Compilers have not foifled into

the Code any novel Opinions of their own, when in this Place

hardly one of the Principles of War, as ftated by them, is appli-

cable to the prefent Syflem and Situation of Mankind,

There is a particular Charge to the Magiftrate' to forbid

Fires in the Month Cheyt, or Part of March and April ; this is,

* It feems exa&ly to agree with the Feu Gregeois ef the Criifades.

O an
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an Inftitution moil wifely and ufefully calculated for the Climate

of Hindoftan, where, for above four Months before that Time,

there falls no Rain, and where the Wind always blows hard in that

Month, and is very dry and parching, fo that every Thing is in the

moil combuftible Situation, and the accidental burning of a Hand-

ful of Straw may fpread a Conflagration through a whole City.— It

is obfervable in India to this Day, that Fires are more frequent and

more dangerous in the Month Cheyt than in all the reft of the

•Year,

Upon the whole, the Scope and Matter of this Section is excel-

lent , and, divefted of the peculiar Tinct it has received from the

religious Tenets of its Authors, is not unworthy the Pen of the

moft celebrated Politicians, or Philofophers of ancient Greece.

CHAP. L The Code begins with Regulations for that which

is one of the firft Cements of civil Society, the Mutuation of Proper-

ty ; which, though equally necefTary and advantageous to the Pub-

lic, muft be confined within certain Limits, and conducted upon

the Faith of known Laws, to render it fafe, confidential, and equi-

table. The favourable Diftinctions marked towards fome Tribes,

and apparent Severity with refpect to others, in this Chapter, though

perhaps not reconcileable to our Ideas of focial Compact, muft be

fuppofed perfectly confonant to the Maxims of the Gentoos, and

familiar to their Comprehensions, as it may be obferved, that the

Compilers have been fcrupuloufly exact, in pointing out all fuch

*\ Cafes
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Cafes as have received different Decifions in the different Originals

from whence the Abstract is fele&ed. Indeed, the Bramins, indif-

putably perfuaded that their Origin is from the Mouth, or fuperior

Member, of their Creator, and confequently that the Superiority

of their Tribe is interwoven with the very Effence of their Nature,

efteem that to be a full and fatisfactory Plea for every Advantage

fettled upon them, above the reft of the People, by the Laws of

their Country ; nor are the other Calls difcontented with the Lot

to which they have been accuftomed from their earliefl Infancy ;

if they blame any Thing, it is that original Turn of Chance which

gave them rather to fpring from the Belly or the Feet of Brihma,

than from his Arms or Head.

The different Rate of Intereff, eflablifhed in this Chapter to be

paid for the Ufe of different Articles, is perhaps an Inititute pecu-

liar to Hindoilan; but it reflects a ftrong Light upon the Simplicity

of ancient Manners, before Money was univerfally current as the

Medium of Barter for all Commodities, and is at the lame Time a

weighty Proof of the great Antiquity of thefe Laws, which feem

calculated for the crude Conceptions of an almoit, illiterate People

upon their firfl Civilization.

CHAP. II. The Rights of Inheritance, in the fecond Chapter,

are laid down with the utmoff Precilion, and with the flricteft. At-

tention to the natural Claim of the Inheritor, in the feveral De

of ^trinity. A Man is herein coniidered but as Tenant foi



( Ivi )

in his own Property ; and, as all Opportunity of diflributing his

Effects by Will, after his Death, is precluded, hardly any Mention

is made of fuch Kind of Bequeft. By thefe Ordinances alfo, he is

hindered from difpofTefiing his Children of his Property in Favour

of Aliens, and from making a blind and partial Allotment in Behalf

of a favourite Child, to the Prejudice of the reft; by which the

Weaknefs of parental Affection, or of a m.ifguided Mind in its

Dotage, is admirably remedied. Thefe Laws alfo ftrongly elucidate

the Story of the Prodigal Son in the Scriptures ; fince it appears

from hence to have been an immemorial Cuftom in the Eaft, for

Sons to demand their Portion of Inheritance during their Fathers

Life-Time, and that the Parent, however aware of the diffipated In-

clinations of his Child, could not legally refufe to comply with the

Application.

Though Polygamy has been conftantly practifed and univerfally

allowed under all the Religions that have obtained in Afia, we meet

with very few Inftances of permitted Polyandry, or a Plurality of

Hufbands, fuch as mentioned in the fourteenth Section of this

Chapter : But a Gentleman, who has lately vifited the Kingdoms

of Boutin and Thibet, has obferved, that the fame Cuftom is almoit

general to this Day in thofe Countries ; where one Wife fre-

quently ferves all the Males of a whole Family, without being the

Caufe of any uncommon Jealoufy or Difunion among them.

The



( lv"
)

The characteriftic Enthufiafin of the Gentoos is ftrongly marked

in feveral Parts of this Chapter, where it appears, that the Property

of a Bramin is confidered as too facred to fall into profane Handy,

even thole of the Magiftrate -, which proves alfo that the Magistrates

are not Bramins. At the fame Time, we cannot help noticing

many Striking Instances of Moderation and Self-Denial in the Mem-
bers of this Tribe, who, being at once the Priefls and Legiflators of

the Country, have yet religned all the fecular and executive Power

into the Hands of another Can: ; for it appears, that no Bramin has

been properly capable of the Magistracy lince the Time of the Suttee

Jogue. They have alfo in one Place ordained, that, " If a Widow
" mould give all her Property and E State to the Bramins for reli-

" gious Purpofes, the Gift indeed is valid ;" that is, it comes within

the Letter of the Law :
" But the Act is improper, and the Woman

" blameable." Such a Cenfure, though not amounting to an abfo-

lute Prohibition, is furely a fufficient Warning to thofe whofe weak

Bigotry might thus lead them to Error, and an Argument that theie

Lawgivers were free from all the narrow Principles of felf-intereSted

Avidity. The only Privilege of Importance, which they feem to

have appropriated to themfelves in any Part of this Compilation, is.

an Exemption from all capital Punimment : They may be de-

graded, branded, imprifoned for Life, or fent into perpetual Exile ;

but it is everywhere expreilly ordained, that a Bramin mall not be

put to Death upon any Account whatfoever.

P CHAP. III.
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CHAP. III. The Chapter of Juftice, in its general Tendency,

feems to be one of the belt, in the whole Code. The neceffary Qua-

lifications for the Arbitrator, the Rules for the Examination of

WitnefTes, and the Requifites for Propriety of Evidence, are ftated

with as much Accuracy and Depth of Judgment as the Generality

of thole in our own Courts. In this Chapter Mention is made of

the Purrekeh, or Trial by Ordeal, which is one of the mofl ancient

Inftitutes for the diftinguifhing Criterion of Guilt and Innocence

that hath been handed down to us by facred or profane Hiftory : Fire

or Water were the ufual Refources upon thefe Occafions, and they

were conftantly prepared and fanctified by the Solemnities of a reli-

gious Ceremonial. The Modes of this Ordeal are various in India,

according to the Choice of the Parties or the Nature of the Offence j.

but the Infallibility of the Refult is to this Day as implicitly believed

as it could have been in the darkeft Ages of Antiquity.

We find a particular Injunction and Defcription of a certain

Water Ordeal among the firfl Laws dictated to Mofes by God him-

felf 3 it is contained in the fifth Chapter of Numbers, from the

twelfth to the thirtieth Verfe, and is for the Satisfaction of jealous

Hufbands, in the immediate Detection or Acquittal of their Wives.

CHAP. IV. V. arid VI. In the two fucceeding Chapters no unufual

Matter occurs, but fuch as good irenfe and a Freedom from Prejudice

will eafily develope : But, in the fecond Section of the fixth Chapter,

a Faffage appears, which, upon a flight Examination, might give the

3 Reader
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Reader a very indifferent Opinion of the Gentoo Svftem of Govern-

ment, viz. " A Law to regulate the Shares of Robbers." This

Ordinance by no Means refpects the domeftic Difturbers of the

Tranquillity of their own Countrymen, or Violators of the fir ft Prin-

ciples of Society, but only fuch bold and hardy Adventurers as filly

forth to levy Contributions in a foreign Province. Unjuft as this

Behaviour may appear in the Eye of Equity, it bears the moft genuine

Stamp of Antiquity, and correfponds entkely with the Manners of

the early Grecians, at or before the Period of the Trojan War, and

of the Weftern Nations, before their Emeriion from Barbarifm ; a

Practice ftill kept up among the pyratic States of Barbary to its fulleft

Extent by Sea, and probably among many Herds of Tartars and

Arabian Banditti by Land. However, the known Exigence and

Originality of this favage Syftem will juftify the Gentoo Magiftrate

of thofe ancient Periods in affifting the Freebooters with, his Advice,

and participating in their Plunder, when, at that Time, fuch Expe-

ditions were efteemed both legal and honourable.

It is not neceffary, in an EfTay like this, to attempt an Inveftiga-

tion of every local Anomaly, or national Peculiarity, that may arife in

the Courfe of this Work 5 but merely to fpeak of fuch as feem to

contradict the general Opinions of Mankind, and to round off thofe

harfher Features of the Picture which appear unnatural or diftorted^

as well as uncommon.

CHAP. VII. and VIII. Omitting therefore the Modes of Gift in

the feventh Chapter, and the particular Ordinances reflecting Slaves

in



( lx )

in the eighth, let us proceed to the fecond Section of the ninth

nter, " Of the Wages of Dancing Women or Proititutes."

CHAP. IX. From the moft diflant Ages the Afiatic World has

obferved the Cuitom of employing Women trained up, and hired

for the Purpofe to ling and dance at the public Feftivals and reli-

gious Ceremonies. We find that, " When David was returned

" from the Slaughter of the Philiftines, the Women came out of

li all the Cities of Ifrael finging and dancing to meet King Saul,

" with Tabrets, with Joy, and with Instruments of Mufic."

It is ftill an univerfal Practice among the Gentoos, to entertain

a Number of fuch Women for the Celebration of their folemn

Feftivals ; and in many Parts of the Deccan, a Band of them is

kept in every Village at the public Charge, and they are frequently

difpatched to meet any Perfon pafling in a public Character, ex-

actly conformable to the Reception of Saul by the Women of Ifrael.

Probably their being expofed to general View and to a free Conver-

fation with Men (fo contrary to the Referve and Privacy of the

red: of their Sex in Alia) firft betrayed them into Proflitution : And
in former Ages, a Proftitute feems to have been by no Means fo

defpicable a Character as at prefent, fince one of the firft Acts of

King Solomon's Government that was thought worthy to he record-

ed was a Decifion from the Throne, upon the Suit of two Harlots.

Many States, even among the Moderns, have found the NecerTUy

well as Utility of tolerated Proflitution j they have difcovered

it
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it to be one of the mod effectual Methods for preserving the Peactf

of Families and the Health of Individuals; and Publick Stews have

accordingly been licenfed under every Regulation that could be de-

viled to obviate their probable ill Effects, and to fecure all their

Advantages; fo, in Alia, the Profeilion of Singing and Dancing

by diftinct Sets or Companies naturally formed thefe Women into

a Kind of Community. And as the Policy of a good Government

will always look with an Eye of Regard upon every Branch of So-

ciety, it was but juft and proper to enact Laws for the Security and

Protection of this Publick Body, as well as of the reft of the Stat:-,

particularly as the Sex and Employment of thofe who compofed

it rendered them more than ufually liable to Infult and ill

Ufage.

It can be no Objection to the Rules laid down in this Place,

that the Language in which they are delivered is plain even to

GrofTncfs ; it is well known that the Ancients, even in their moil

refined Ages, admitted a Freedom of Speech utterly incompatible

with the Delicacy of modern Converfation, and that we are on that

Account frequently much embarrafled in translating even the mod

claffical Authors of Greece and Rome.—Indecency too feems to be

a Word unknown to the Law, which ever infills upon a fnnple De-

finition of Fact. The Englifh Courts, upon Trials for Rape or

Adultery, are full as little mo deft and equivocal in their Language

as any Part of this or fome of the fucceeding Chapters ; neither

Rank nor Sex, nor Innocence can protect a Woman who is unfor-

Q^ tunate
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tunate enough to be called in as a Witneft, even upon cht moft tri-

vial Points of inch a Caufe, from being obliged to hear, and even to

utter the mod indecent and Allocking ExpreiTions, which are nacef-

farily urged upon her, fa far as to authenticate every Circumstance

in Quefiion, without the leaft Difguife of Circumlocution or Re-

ferve in. Favour of Modefly : Yet Trials of this Nature are pub-

lished at length among us, and read with Eagerneis-, as. much perhaps

to the Scandal of the Law as to the Corruption of our Imaginations,,

and the Debasement of cur Manners.

But a Work upon fo di flu-five a Plan as thai of this Code is cal-

culated for the Perufal of the Judge and of the Philofopher, and is

far above the Cavil of narrow Understandings and felfifh Prejudices.

Thefe indeed will fometimes feel, or pretend to feel, a greater Shock

at the Mention of certain Crimes, than it is to be fufpedted they

would undergo in the Commiffion of them ; but for the Warning

of the Subject, and for the Guidance of the Magistrate, no Delinea-

tion of Offences can be too minute, aad no Difcrimination too

particular.

CHAP. XVI. From hence, in Conformity to the Intention of

this Treatife, we mall at once proceed to the fixteenth Chapter of

ASTault, and of Preparation to ASTault j which feems entirely found-

ed upon the peculiar Tendernefs of a Gentoo's Confcience, with ref-

pect to the Purity of his Cart. Here we fee almoft every Unclean-

nefs that can be pra&ifed accurately fpecified, and Strongly prohibit-

ed;



( Ulii
)

cd; and the Penalty is confhintly enhanced in Proportion tb tftfe

Hank or Circumftances of the Parties. The fame Notions of

Defilement from Contact with any unclean Article appear to have

been diligently inculcated into the Jews by tihsir infpired Lcgi-

flator; and the nineteenth Chapter of Numbers bears an evident

Relation to the Spirit and Meaning of the Chapter here, though it

differs in the Statement of the feveral Objects from whence the

Defilement is fuppofed tooroceed. The Regulations before us were

entirely nccelTary for a People, whofe very Degree and Place in So-

ciety were conditionally dependant upon a fcrupulous Avoidance of

all Uncleannefs. Plence even the Preparation or Attempt to Affault

was forbidden, as well as the Act itfelf; and the tautologicalEnume-

ration of every poflible Mode of this Affault, by the mo ft minute

Gradations, needs no other Plea to reconcile it to our Ideas.

CHAP. XVII. The Chapter upon Theft contains a complete

Anfwer to every Objection that might be brought againft a former

Expreffion in the Code, " Of the Magifrrates fbaring in the Plun-

" der of Robbers," as almofl every poflible Species of Fraud or

Robbery is in this Place impartially condemned. Among other

Punifhments, thofe of " Cutting off the Hair, Shaving with the

Urine of an Afs, Sec.'' are feveral Times mentioned. Thefe are

like the Stocks and Pillory among ourfelves, intended to operate

upon the Feelings of the Mind, rather than thofe of the Body, and,

by awakening the Senfe of Shame andDifgrace, to obviate the Necef-

fity of Corporal. Chaftifement. They are conffantly confidered

among
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among the Hindoos as the moil complete Degradation they can un-

dergo, next to the abfolute Lofs of Cafl. And fome imagine,

though without Foundation, that they are by this Punifhment

really expelled from their Tribe; that however is not the Cafe,

they are meant merely as temporary Humiliations, and as a Kind of

Warning, that upon the next Offence the Sword of Juftice will be

aimed at the Head itfelf.

The Fines or Penalties enjoined for concealed Theft, in the

third Section cf this Chapter, comprehend moil of the Modes of

Capital Punifhment prefcribed by ancient or modern Tribunals.

Hanging; and Crucifixion feem to have been the ufual Kinds of

Death inflicted by the Jews; but their Laws were alfo no Strangers

to the Practice of Burning, as we find by the twenty-firfl Chapter

cf Leviticus :
" The Daughter of any Prieil, if (lie profane herfelf

" by playing the Whore, file profaneth her Father, frit mail be

" burned with Fire."

The Crime of Men- ileal ing, mentioned in this Part of the Code,

however repugnant to every Principle of Humanity, is not by any

Means peculiar to ih^ Gentoos, for it is likewife forbidden, under

Pain of Death, in Deuteronomy, Chapter twenty-fourth ;
" If a

" Man be found ftealing any of his Brethren of the Children of

" Ifrael, and maketh Merchandize of him, then that Thief mail

" die, and thou malt put away Evil from among you."

This
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Tins Part of the Compilation exhibits a Variety of Crimes pu-

nithaMe by variousModes of capitalRetribution, contrary to the gene-

ral Opinion adopted in Europe, that the Gentoo Adminiftration was

wonderfully mild, and averfe to the Deprivation of Life. One

Caufe for this Opinion might be, that, fince the Tartar Empire be-

came abfolute in India, the Hindoos (like the Jews in the Captivity)

though in fome Refpecls permitted to live by their own Rules and

Laws, have for Reafons of Government been in moll Cafes prohi-

bited from dying by them. This Chapter however difplays In-

ftances of what might feem unjuftinable Severity, did not the Jewifh

Difpenfaticn afford us a Number of Examples to the fame Purpofe.

The Ordinance in Mofes for Stoning a Rebellious Son, or a Girl

found not to be a Virgin : Samuel's hewing Agag to Pieces before

the Lord in Gilgal : Whole Nations cut off at once by unlimitted

Profcription : David's harrafling his Enemies with Harrows of

Iron; and a Thoufand other PafTages of the fame Tendency, prove

that the Laws of moft Nations of Antiquity were written in Let-

ters of Blood; and if in England (as it is faid) we have near eighty

Kinds of Felonies, all liable to capital Punifhment, theGentoos need

not think their own Legiflature uncommonly fertile in Employ-

ments for the Executioner.

The latter Part of this Section is particularly fet apart |o treat of

Thefts committed by the Bramin Tribe; and the many dreadful

Penalties there enjoined leave the Delinquents but a llender Satis-

R faction
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faction in their Exemption from capital Punifhment: Add too, that

from thefe Circumitances it may be collected, that this Exemption is

really founded upon a reverential Regard to the Sanctity of their

Function and Character, rather than upon the unjufl Preference of

felf-interefted Partiality.

CHAP. XIX. The nineteenth and twentieth Chapters prefent

us a lively Picture of Auatic Manners, and in them a ftrong Proof

of their own Originality. To Men of liberal and candid Sentiments,

neither the Groffnefs of the Portrait nor theHarfhnefs of the Colour-

ing will feem improper or indecent, while they are convinced of the

Truth of the Refemblance; and if this Compilation does not exhi-

bit Mankind as they might have been, or as they ought to have been,

the Anfwer is plain, " Becaufe it paints them as they were."—Vices,

as \\ ell as Fafhicns, have their Spring and their Fall, not with Indi-

viduals only, but in whole Nations, where one reigning Foible for

awhile fwallows up the reft, and then retires in its Turn to make

room for the epidemic Influence of a newer Pafiion. Wherefore,

if any Opinions not reconcileable to our Modes of thinking, or any

Crimes not practifed, and {o not prohibited among us, mould occur

in thefe Chapters, they mult be imputed to the different Effects pro-

duced on the Human Mind by a Difference of Climates, Cu/roms

and Manners which will constantly give a particular Turn and Bias

to the National Vices.— Hence it would be a weak and frivolous

Argument for cenfuring the fifth Section of this nineteenth Chap-

ter, to object that it was levelled at an. Offence ablurd in itfeif, not

Likely
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likely to be frequent, or fuppofing it frequent, ft ill to be deemed' of

trivial. Coniequence; and to make this Objection merely in Con-

fideration that the Offence may not be ufual among us, and has cer-

tainly never been forbidden by our Legi nature, fuch Cavils would

betray a great Ignorance of the general Syftem of Human Nature,

as well as of the common Principles of Legiilation for Penal Laws

(except for the moit ordinary Crimes) are. not enacted until particu-

lar Inftances of Offence have pointed out their abfolute Neceffity;

for which Reafon Parricide was not fpecified among the original

Institutes of the celebrated Lawgiver of Sparta. Hence we may

with Safety conclude, that the feveral Prohibitions and Penalties of

this fifth Section were fubfequent to and in confequence of the

Commiffion of every Species of Enormity therein defcribed.

In Alia, the indubitable Virginity of the Bride has ever been a

requiiite and moil: neceilary Condition of a Marriage; and indeed

the Warmth of Conflitution in either Sex, and the univerfal Jealoufy

of the Men in thofe Climates, give great Propriety to the Caution ;

for in Women the firft Breach of Chaftity was always efteemed deci-

five; and Moles confidered the Offence in at leaitas ferious a Light

as the Gentoos have done, fince he ordained, that, if the Tokens of

Virginity were not. found upon a Girl at her Marriage, fhe mould

be iloned: -A hard Fate furely, if we reflect to how many Accidents

fc> frail an Article is liable, without any Intention or Fault of its^

PolT-iibr ! And if a Hindoo's Confcience is equally nice with a

Jew's, upon this Point it cannot be judged extraordinary, that a par-

ticular.
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ficular Section of thisCode mould be appropriated to the Condemna-

tion of fuch Practices as may violate Virginity, and deltroy its To-

kens, even without actual Copulation, fince the Difgrace and other

unhappy Confequences to the Woman are equally inevitable, to what

Caufe foever it be owing that the Proofs of her Chaftity are de-

ficient.

The beft Security for Female Virtue is the total Abfence of

Temptation, and confequently, to endeavour to remove the one is

a prudent Caution for the Prefervation of the other. We find there-

fore the feveral Modes and Gradations of Afiatic Gallantry feparate-

ly forbidden at the Beginning of this Chapter, which, by flightly

punifTiing the firit Preparatives and leading Steps to an Offence,

(hews a tender Concern for the Offender's Welfare, to whom it thus

gives a monitory Check at the very Commencement of his Defign,

and before the Execution of it has fubjected him to the extreme

Rigour of the Law*

CHAP. XX. It may not be improper to mention upon this

Chapter, that the Bramins who compiled the Code were Men far

advanced in Years, as one of them above eighty, and only one under

thirty-five, by way ofApology for the Obfervations they have fe-

lecled, and the Cenfures they have palled upon the Conduct and

Merits of the Fair Sex. Solomon however, who probably had as

much Experience in Women as any Pundit in any of the Four

Jogues, was nearly of the fame Sentiments, as we may collect from

numerous
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numerous Paffages in his Proverbs, one of which, in the thirtieth

Chapter, fo exactly corresponds with a Sentence in this Part of the

Code, that the one almoil feems a literal Tranfcript from the other.

" There are," fays Solomon, " Three Things that are never fatis-

u iied; yea, four Things fay not, it is enough : The Grave and the

"Barren Womb; the Earth that is filled not with Water, and
u the Fire that faith not, it is enough."

The Paflage in the Code will fpeak for itfelfj— fo itriking a Re-

femblance needs neither Quotation nor Comment:—Yet neither the

Royal Author of the Proverbs, nor the Compofers of the Shatters,

are by any Means fo cenforious or fo unjuft as to deny the Poffibi-

lity of Excellence in the Female Sex, though they allow the In-

liances to be fomewhat fcarce, and that Wives of this Quality are

only to be obtained by many and great Acts of Piety, or, as Solo-

mon expreues it, " A Prudent Wife is from the Lord."

The many Rules laid down in this Chapter, for the Prefervation

of domeilic Authority to the Hufband, are Relicks of that characterif-

tic Difcipline of Afia, which facred and profane Writers teftify to

have exifted from all Antiquity ; where Women have ever been the

Subjects, not the Partners of their Lords, confined within the Walls

of a Haram, or bulled without Doors in Drudgeries little becom-

ing their Delicacy. The Trojan PrincelTes were employed in warning

Linen; and Rebecca was firft difcovered by Abraham's Servant with

a Pitcher upon her Shoulder to water Camels. " Two Women
S " (hall
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19 mall be grinding at the Mill," fays the Prophet; but theNotoriety of

this Fact obviates the NecefTity of Quotations : It may juft be ob-

ferved, that Solomon in praifing a good Wife mentions, that " She

" rifcs while it is yet Night," which we muft fuppofe to be before

her Hufband; and we find this to be one of the Qualifications for a

good Gentoo Wife alfo.

The latter Part of this Chapter relates to the extraordinary Cir-

eumftance of Womens burning themfelves with their deceafed

Hufbands:—The Terms of the Injunction as there fet forth are

plain, moderate and conditional: " It is proper for a Woman to burn

<f with her Hufband's Corps;" and a proportionate Reward is offered

inCompenfation for her Sufferings. - Notwithstanding the Ordinance

is not in the abfolute Style of a Command, it is furely furliciently

direct to ftand for a Religious Duty; the only Proof that it is not

pofitive is the Propofal of inviolable Chaflity as an Alternative,

though it is not to be taken for an Equivalent. The Bramins feem

to look upon this Sacrifice as one of the firiT Principles of their Reli-

gion, the Caufe of which it would hardly be orthodox to investi-

gate. There are however feveral Refractions with refpect to it, as

that a Woman muft not burn herfelf if (lie is with Child, nor if her

Hufband died at a Diilance from her, uhlefs (lie can procure his

Turban and Girdle to put on at the Pile, with other Exceptions of

the fame Nature, which they clofcly conceal from the Eyes of the

World,, among the other Myftcries of their Faith : But we are con-

vinced equally by Information and Experience, that the Cullom has

not
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not for the mod Part fallen into Defuetude in India, as a celebrated

Writer has fuppofed.

CHAP. XXI. The twenty-firft Chapter comprehends aNumber of

unconnected Articles, of which the lail Section is a Kind of Perora-

tion to the whole Work. But of fuch Putts of thefe Ordinances as

relate merely to the Religious Opinions of the Hindoos wc certain-

ly are not authorized to judge; they were instituted in Conformity

to their Prejudices; and the Conferences of the People, as well as

the Penalties of the Law, enforce their Obedience. Hence little

Obfervation need be made upon the accountable Prohibitions of

the fecond Section, but that the Commiflion of fuch ridiculous

Crimes, for which no poihble Temptation can be pleaded, may be

feverely puniihed, without much Danger to the Generality of

Mankind.

The Article of the third Section is of a more ferious Nature, and

contains an Injunction not unnecefTary for the general Peace and

good Order of every Community. The Vulgar in all Nations are

tied down to the continual Exercife of bodily Labour for their own

immediate Subfiitence; and their Employments are as incompatible

with the Leifure requifite for Religious Speculations, as their Ideas

are too grofs for the Comprehension of their Subtilty ; add to this,

that illiterate Minds are ufually fo apt to kindle at the lead:

Touch of Enthufiailic Zeal, as to make their headftrong Supersti-

tion the mofl dangerous of all Weapons in the Hands of a defigning

Partisan;-


